global interaction association of former staff & friends

...to bring us together,

for mutual support and
encouragement, and

to provide a context for
maintaining our engagement
in global mission...

Welcome to this summer edition of Binbilla!

ROSALIND GOODEN SHARES with us a repection on her recent visit to Bangladesh and her
re-engagement with a theological college of which she was a signiycant contributor in its
early years. It is an exciting story of innovation and excellence in the training of men and
women for ministry in their own context.

Robert and Elise Wight returned to the North Baliem valley in the central highlands of
Papua in October, to share the joy of the Dani church in celebrating the coming of the
Good News to those parts yfty years ago. They write about a mature church committed to
its own program of cross-cultural mission. The investment Robert made in training national
health workers more than two decades ago is still evident; but the diminution in health
services in the intervening years is disappointing T but not beyond repair.

In the last issue we forecast the possibility of arranging a Binbilla National Conference
later in the year. This event will be held in Brisbane 10 T 14 September and the details are
provided on page 3, registration form on page 8. Early registrations are very welcome.

As always, snippets of news for the Personalia column are also welcome; and we are still
adding to the mailing list the names of former staff and friends of Global Interaction who
missed out on the two previous issues. Send your Personalia news to Rosalind Gooden
at 3/1 Ferguson Avenue, Myrtle bank SA 5064 or email to rgooden@werple.net.au Kindly
send additions to the mailing list to Binbilla, Global interAction, PO Box 273 Hawthorn Vic
34122 Australia or email to information@globalinteraction.org.auT and use the same email
address if you wish to receive Binbilla electronically.



THERE IS STILL SOMETHING EXCITING for me getting back '

to Bangladesh. The overnight trip from Melbourne to
Bangkokis new airport, the bussing from terminal to parked
plane and the two hour pight over Thai mountains and
delta were as expected. It still feels home; but it was good
to be there in winter. Arrival formalities in Dhaka took time
but were more relaxed than | remembered. The CCTB
driver was hanging over the very substantial fence that
now separates passengers from the crowd. He gave me

a cheery word and took control of the luggage trolley, and
guided me to the car parked under-cover.

As we came out of the airport we turned left away from the
city and headed for Tongi and the cross country road which
joins the Aritsar Road, avoiding the congestion and turmoil
of Dhaka.

| hardly recognized the CCTB campus. There has been
S0 much multi-storied building in the Savar area, and the
place is overshadowed by a beautifully decorated mosque,
that reminded us regularly of its worshippersi presence. In
fact the college is the epicenter of four mosques and they
never quite coordinated their calls to prayer! What vision
John Garwood had when they purchased this property for
CCTB when it was just bare yelds!

| arrived in a lull in the political process. The boycott on
the city and therefore on the country had been lifted and
we were free to move around. But it was a very uncertain
situation and | was glad to remain in the compound pretty
well for the next yve weeks and give my attention to
teaching missiology and watching the political maneuvering

on TV each night. The other major programme was the
cricket. Bangladesh fiwhitewashedd Zimbabwe T and the
Adelaide test hardly rated a mention!

There were two groups of students in residence: the
seven that | was teaching, who were completing their BTh,
and another 15 students who were the very yrst batch to
complete the MA in Christian Studies. The latter course is
in English and accredited by the Asian Institute of Theology
(AIT) in Bangalore. CCTB has been granted the right

to over ten expatriate visas to make their programmes
possible. So there was an interesting mix of staff while |
was there: American, Korean, Finish, Dutch and several
others are involved in Bengali language studies. One

of the major needs | sensed was upgrading the English
skills of the MA students, especially if they are to get the
maximum beneyt from their intensive year of study.

Dr Simon Sircar has been principal of CCTB for 23 years,
and he retired at the end of 2006. It was a nostalgic time,
and | felt very privileged to be there for his ynal chapel
address and the exciting graduation ceremony. He has
given outstanding leadership to CCTB and to the Christian
community; and kept the vision of affordable training
through extension that culminates in the concluding
residential year. (It is interesting that several of the BBF
ministers have chosen the external MDiv course from
Bangalore for the reason that it can be done in their

own time and from home.) Bangalore allowed the three
Bangladeshi MDiv students to receive their degrees at the
CCTB graduation: Mritunjay Malak, Jacob Choudhury and
Byran Bonik. (CONTINUE PAGE EIGHT)
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THE INAUGURAL BINBILLA NATIONAL CONFERENCE will be
held at QCCC Brookyeld, Brishane, commencing with
dinner on Monday evening 10th September and concluding
with breakfast on Friday 14",

QCCC Brookyeld is situated only 25 minutes from the
Brisbane CBD in a beautiful forest park. The facilities
provide a quality and affordable conference venue.

The centre features a swimming pool, new kitchen and
dining facilities, and existing accommodation has been
refurbished to imotel stylei standard. All accommodation
and main meeting areas are fully air conditioned.
Further details are available on the QCCC website
(www.gccc.com.au.)

The basic accommodation arrangement is two bedroom
units, with two or, in a few cases, three beds to a room and
shared bathroom and toilet facilities. (Accommodation for
one person to a room is available on a limited basis only
and at a slightly higher tariff.)

We are anticipating at least 60 guests. The total cost is
approximately $275.00 per person. This includes the
full cost of accommodation and meals ($198.00), three
afternoon excursions and administration costs including
guest speaker fees.

Special dietary meals (i.e. gluten-free and vegetarian) are
available and may attract additional fees. All meals are
served buffet style, so guests have control over what they
select (e.g. low Gl and low fat.)

Each day will begin with a worship session, including a
Bible study presented by Rev Dr Stan Nickerson, a former

Principal of the Baptist Theological College of Queensland.
Stan is a gifted expositor T with a delightful wry sense of
humour! The remainder of the morning and evening after-
dinner sessions will include presentations from the Global
Interaction Directors on current and future directions,
sharing stories of contemporary events in our own lives
and prayer for Global Interaction ministries around the
world. Ample time will be provided for chatting with former
missionary colleagues and Global Interaction friends.

The afternoon excursions will include the coastal and
hinterland areas, within easy reach of Brisbane, and a
cultural event.

A number of people attending the Binbilla conference

plan to add value to their travel to the iSunshine Stated

by having a holiday on the Gold or Sunshine coast, either
prior to or following the conference. The weather in the
Brisbane and near coastal areas in September is generally
mild T cool enough for a blanket at night and pleasantly
warm during the day.

Arrangements can be made to meet guests arriving in
Brishane by coach, train or air (Brishane airport) and
transport them to QCCC Brookyeld.

If you wish to attend the conference please complete and
mail the registration form on page 8 to Chris Pittendrigh
at the address indicated, together with a deposit of
$100.00 (cheque or money order). The closing date is 31
May. However, early registration would be appreciated.
(Please make out cheques and money orders to Global
interaction.) The balance is required by 31 July.
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AS 22,000 DANIS CELEBRATED the Jubilee of the yrst
contact with Global Interaction missionaries, there was an
overwhelming feeling that this community of Christians
was passionate about what God had done in their
lives. Transformed from the fear of spirits to working
together in the spirit of Love, the Dani church is keen
to share this Good News across the whole Province of
Papua, including coastal areas.

Churches are springing up in Sentani, Jayapura and
other centres, as Danis move out of the highlands looking
for work. The next generation seek opportunities, too,
through education T in Wamena, Sentani, Jaypura and
other centres in Indonesia, in areas such as commerce,
accountaney.and health, including PhD level. Proud
parents, with whom we worked years ago, told us

of sons-and daughters in different centres studying,
graduating and wanting to be involved in the future of
Papua.

lan Gruber, a member of the yrst group to set foot in
Tiom, and helped to build the yrst airstrip in the North
Baliem, was moved by the strength of the Dani church.
lan is still involved with indigenous training T through the
Cornerstone Bible College he helped to set up in country
NSW.

There are huge problems facing the indigenous Papuans,
and our prayers and support remain vital to their future,
with all its risks and challenges.

In 2001, in response to international pressure, the
Indonesian parliament passed an Act granting Special

Autonomy to Papquotect human rights, provide
better funding and create a Papua Peopleis Assembly.
On November 13 2006, Indonesia and Australia
entered into a new security treaty which protects the
territorial integrity of both nations. This has implications
for the funding of Non Government Organisations. Again
pray for wisdom and grace in the delicate continuing
negotiations. It is not easy and there are deep tensions.

Rising above these challenges is the work of the Spirit.
During the Jubilee this was best emphasised in an amazing
drama that unfolded during the special celebrations on 27
October.. A _group of Dani warriors, covered in pig fat and
ash and carrying weapons, re-enacted- the yrst contact
with people from the outside world, showing how fithe ice
was brokeno and communication begun.

Then four warriors from the district.of Serui (near Sorong
and Biak) walked in wearing amazing head dress, and
pulling-along a Dani now known as the fiaccidental
missionaryo. The man was from the village of Wapoga and
Sukumade culture: They captured him and placed him in a
small hut for some time. When the chief fell ill, the captive
man prayed for him and he recovered. The people wanted
to know about the spirit he had called on. He shared the
Gospel and the rest is history. That village now worships
the King of Kings. It was one of his captors who shared this
story, using him as an interpreter.

The visiting evangelist then challenged the audience
through the story of Zaccheus. We were urged to bypass
those things that prevent our closeness and walk with Him
and reach out to others, giving all that we have to Him. It
took 90 minutes T with the translation T to say this!
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For me, personally, the challenge concerning the Health
Program was paramount. At Makki | met with a deputation
of nine manteris (medical workers) and assistants,
including Ndaibet, Wene, Amos, and others with whom
I had worked and helped train. They were accompanied
by new trainees who, as in earlier days, were selected
and supported by the church. | was told that others were
located in Wamena, the high plateau and many other
villages. In spite of the recent massacre, there are almost
twenty medical workers at different levels of training and
experience.

They discussed their payments, supplies from the
government, preparing monthly reports, weighing babies,
clinics for children under 5, immunization programs
targeting infants at 2, 4 and 6 months with DPT Polio and
Hepatitis B, using disposable syringes, ante-natal care
and promoting breast feeding for two years. Vitamin A
capsules are given to children up to age yve years.

However, the medical problems are immense. With

no permanent doctor in Wamena and no doctor in the
North Baliem, emergency care is almost non existent. To
transfer someone to Jakarta is almost impossible and too
expensive and ambulance travel is a hazard. There is a
lack of regular support for upgrading and refreshing skills.

| have a list of requests which should satisfy the
generosity of interested donors. But the one challenge
for me was to pursue the possibility of setting up a
branch of the International School of Health, similar to
the one in Adelaide run by Professor Tony Radford at
Flinders University. (I have been engaged in the program

since its inception.) The program would need to involve
key personnel from throughout Papua. It should also be
culturally appropriate, sustainable and open particularly for
the indigenous Papuan community, but not entirely.

The response so far has been positive, and 2008
could be a target date, given the planning and
negotiating to be done.

Please pray for this vision to be realised in away that
assists our brothers and sisters in Papua and brings
glory to the One who loved us to death.






